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EUROPE FROM 911  TO  1198

The loss of
Hungary

Henry's
disposition
of the
duchies

a former duke of Upper Lorraine, and widow of marquis
Boniface of Tuscany; she was ruling Tuscany in the name
of her young son Boniface, who died shortly afterwards.
Such a marriage, celebrated without his consent, was an
affront to their overlord ; and Henry could not leave Godfrey
in a position which gave him the command of central Italy.
He had, therefore, to go himself to Italy in 1055. Godfrey
escaped to Lorraine, leaving Beatrice to bear the brunt of
Henry's anger; together with her famous daughter, the
future countess Matilda, she was taken captive to Germany.
Henry had again the task of defeating Godfrey and his ally
Baldwin in the field; in 1056 Godfrey made his submission
for the third time. The sudden and fatal illness of the
Emperor prevented a final settlement of this grave issue.
Just before his death, Henry tried, by releasing Beatrice and
Matilda, to create an atmosphere of peace ; but with Godfrey
quite unreconciled, he left a legacy of trouble for his son.

The western portion of his kingdom was thus a continual
source of anxiety during the last half of his reign. There
were frequent breaches of the peace both in Lower and Upper
Lorraine, and the attitude of the king of France was anything
but satisfactory. At the same time the south-eastern frontier
demanded urgent attention. Already, while on his way to
Rome in 10-MJ, Henry had been checked by the news that
Peter, whom he had restored to the throne of Hungary, had
been expelled by his cousin Andrew, and that an anti-German
and anti- Christian reaction had set in. He continued his
journey, however, intending to deal with Hungary immedi-
ately on his return to Germany. But the revolt of Godfrey
kept him employed on the western side of the kingdom until
1040. Then in 1050 he led an expedition into Hungary,
without being able to come to grips with the enemy. He
was more successful in 1052, when he captured Pressburg,
but he could not subdue Andrew, who retaliated in 1054 by
invading Carinthia. Hungary, in fact, ceased to be a vassal-
state of Germany.

Henry was still handicapped by the lack of any near
relative with whom he could share the responsibility of gov-
ernment. He placed most reliance on the family (descended
like himself from Otto I) of Otto Ill's sister Matilda, wife of
Ezzo count-palatine of the Rhine. One son, archbishop Her-